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Writing for Nonprofits 
is an upper-level English 
course that focuses on rheto-
ric and writing by providing 
students with the opportunity 
to study and contribute to 
professional writing at local 
nonprofit organizations. 
  
Students receive Academic 
Service-Learning credit by 
volunteering with a local 
nonprofit organization for at 
least two hours each week; 
they become familiar with the 
kinds of writing necessary to 
supporting nonprofit organiza-
tions and the various rhetori-
cal circumstances that shape 
organizations working and 
writing for social change, as 
well as research a specific  
community issue or problem 
related to their partnering 
organization.  Academic Ser-
vice-Learning is a core part of 
the requirements for the class 
(as opposed to an extra-credit 
or alternative option) because 
the experience of working 
with and writing for a non-
profit organization is central 
to the learning objectives for 
the class. 

 

Students like Chelsea 
Perales often find that 
this class leads them 
into new learning and 
even career opportuni-
ties that they had never 

considered before.   
- Professor Hinshaw 

 
Through this experi-
ence… I was able to  

decide that nonprofit 
work was a feasible and 
exciting career choice. 

- Chelsea Perales 
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Chelsea, on her project with  

Dr. Hinshaw’s class: 

 

Through Dr. Hinshaw's Writing for Non-

profits class I had to opportunity to volun-

teer with S.B. Idea, Inc. At S.B. Idea, I 

had the opportunity to write grants, 

newsletters and various organizational 

documents, but most importantly I was 

able to gain first-hand insight on nonprofit 

work. Through SB Idea, I was able to find 

various opportunities in the nonprofit 

sector, including multiple workshops. It 

was through this experience with SB Idea 

that I was able to decide that nonprofit 

work was a feasible and exciting career 

choice. Without Dr. Hinshaw's class, I 

never would have had the opportunity to 

jump right into a nonprofit and gain an 

understanding about their complexities.  

 

Professor Wendy Hinshaw, on 

Chelsea’s project:  

 

Chelsea took the experience of 

working with the family literacy 

organization SB Idea as not only 

an opportunity to serve and con-

tribute to that organization 

(which she certainly did), but also 

to develop her own skills in pro-

fessional writing, grant and fund-

raising writing and grant re-

search.  Chelsea attended regular 

grant training workshops at the 

Junior League of Boca Raton, 

which she learned about through 

the class and through SB Idea, 

and these workshops enhanced 

Chelsea's contribution to SB Idea 

and also her learning and devel-

opment in the class.  

Kelly Rowland, Executive 

Director and Co-founder of 

SB Idea, stated the follow-

ing of Chelsea: 

 

[Chelsea] contributed 

significantly to our organi-

zation. She completed and 

helped write/edit 3 grants, 

created an employee 

handbook, created a vol-

unteer handbook, contrib-

uted to the writing of sev-

eral tweets for our twitter 

account, created wrote/

edited our winter 2011 

newsletter, and has signifi-

cantly helped in the 

changing design of our 

website. 
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