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Rob, on his Academic Service-
Learning project: 
 
I was in charge of calling witnesses 
to a crime and helping them 
through the court system’s proc-
ess, which was on a more personal 
level than what the other interns 
handled. During my time there I 
was also able to witness a few 
court trials, which heavily in-
trigued me. Because of the nature 
of my work, it intently involved 
being able to “think on the fly”, 
and with the highly educated col-
leagues around me, I personally 
needed to rise to a certain degree 
of professionalism. I believe to the 
best of my knowledge that I suc-
cessfully acquired a higher level of 
professionalism, paired with ma-
turity through this process as well. 
Through this overall experience I 
believe I have in some way 
touched the lives of hundreds of 
people with whom I have made 
contact. 

 

Professor Jennifer Bebergal, 
on Rob’s project:  
 
Rob and the other A S-L stu-
dents in my class learned 
skills that we just can’t 
teach in the classroom. He 
learned to think on his feet, 
learned about professional-
ism and made connections 
that will help him in the 
future. All the while, his 
learning was authentic… this 
was not a made-up case 
study, but real-world  
learning with the added 
benefit of making a  
difference to others. While 
Rob was only required to 
complete 10 hours of service 
for my course, he completed 
40 hours of service with the 
State Attorney in the fall 
and has continued volunteer-
ing with them this spring. 
 
 
 

Rob, on his Academic Service-
Learning project (continued): 

Personally there is nothing 
more fulfilling than providing a 
service for the community in 
which you live. I believe I con-
tributed to an ultimate com-
munity effort, being jus-
tice.  Being part of the legal 
team of the West Palm Beach 
State Attorney’s Office is to be 
part of a nationwide effort to 
combat crime and provide 
justice for the deserving 
American citizens that make 
up such a beautiful country. I 
am grateful to have been given 
such an opportunity, as it has 
helped me to grow within my-
self in more ways than one. 
Every life I have touched has 
made an impact on me as well. 
I will continue with this service 
over my collegiate career at 
Florida Atlantic  
University. 

 Academic Service-Learning Spotlight 

SLS 1503 is a 2-credit course 

designed to assist students in 
making the transition into  
college; this section was taught 
as part of a Learning Community 
for Criminal Justice majors.  

Service to others is a hall-
mark of careers related to 
Criminal Justice: whether it is 

a lawyer providing “pro bono” 
work to indigent clients; police 
officers running community 
crime prevention programs; FBI 
agents presenting internet 
safety programs in schools; vic-
tim advocates providing sexual 
assault prevention programs and 
assistance for domestic violence 
victims; or corrections officers 
helping to teach an inmate to 
read and prepare for the GED.  

In order to get a feel for issues 
related to criminal justice and 
learn more about them while 
helping others, students in this 
course had the opportunity to 
participate in an Academic  
Service-Learning project!   
Students were required to spend 
a minimum of 10 hours over the 
course of the semester on an 
Academic Service-Learning  
project which addressed a need 
in our community, involved a 
connection between the campus 
and the world around it,  
challenged students to be  
civically engaged, and involved  
structured reflection.  
 

I am grateful to have been 
given such an opportunity, 
as it has helped me to grow 
within myself in more ways 

than one. 
- Rob Foster, student 
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